36z                               THE CRUSADES
in a purse and joined the fleeing refugees by the Rosetta
Gate dropped the purse in the struggle for life and was
unable to stoop to recover it owing to the pressure of
human masses in search of safety. Those who escaped
with some of their treasures were plundered by the
marauding Arabs on the unguarded roads and in the open
fields.1
At this stage, al-Nuwairl disappears with the refugees
from the scene of battle, and we have to look elsewhere
for information about subsequent events. Although he
tells us that the banners of the Cross were planted high
on the walls and the towers, and that there was nothing
left for the inhabitants except flight, Machaut gives sufficient
details about armed bands that still remained in the central
streets and about the fighting which ensued in the heart
of the city in spite of its occupation, through the rest
of the day and during the night. First we hear of a
savage massacre of inhabitants and tardy refugees. Men
hid themselves in secret places, in the gardens and even
in cisterns. The carnage was so great, that an estimate
of more than twenty thousand dead is given by Machaut.2
It was a massacre unequalled since the days of Pharaoh *
in Alexandria. While many of the crusaders were busy
at their task of exterminating the dwellers in the city, the
King and a group of armed knights decided to sally forth
from the walls in order to destroy a bridge4 over the
Khalij (Canal). This was an important strategic point
and its occupation would prevent the Sultan's army of
relief from investing the city on all sides, and confine
the forthcoming fighting to the area which the crusaders
had occupied before their entrance into Alexandria6
1 Al-Nuwairl, ff. 105 vo, 106 vo, 107 ro.
2 op. cit., 11. 2950 et seq.
*Nos gens queurent de rue en rue,
Chascuns ocist, mehaingne ou tue.
Tue* en ont plus de xx. mille.'
3 ib., 1L 2978-9.  *
'N'onques si grant occi$ion
Ne fu des le temps Pharaon/
* This bridge appears on the Cod. Urb. (vide supra) plan of Alexandria.
5 Machaut, 11. 3980 et seq.